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pecial to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 — William J.
sey, Director of Central Intelli-

ence, has written a letter to members

f Congress defending a C.I.A. manual
fqr Nxm@m rebels that advocates
kidnapping and assassinating Nicara.
guan Government officials.

Mr. Casey's two-page letter, dated
Oct. 25, is the first statement to be
made public that expresses the agen.
cy’s view of the document, which has
been sharply criticized in Congress and
elsewhere. .

The White House has said any Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency official *‘in.
volved in the development” of the
manual “‘or approval of it** will be dis-
missed.

But in his letter, Mr. Casey said the
“thrust and purpose’ of the manual
are, ‘‘on the whole, quite different from
the impression that has been created in
the media.” .

‘Emphasis on Education’

i

Nic

; He said the manual’s purpose was !
} ‘‘to make every guerrilla persuasive in
| face-to-face communication’” and to
develop *‘political awareness,” adding
that its “‘emphasis is on education, .
avoiding combat if necessary.”

Mr. Casey's letter was sent to mem.
bers of the Senate and House intelli-
gence committees, along with a trans-
lated and annotated copy of the manual
and of another agency document for
the insurgents, a rebel ‘‘code of con-
duct.’” Both committees are investigat.
ing to see if the agency acted improp-
erly in preparing the manual.

The annotations of the manual show
how the document was edited at C.1.A.
headquarters. Agency officials told two
, members of the Senate Intplligence

L Committee last week that ‘‘a great

" the manual “was excised before
rinting,” Senator Malcolm Wallop,
‘epublican of Wyoming, said after the
LA, briefing.

But the translation Mr. Casey sent to
: \

members of Congrés shows that only
one sentence ‘“‘was deleted in the head.
quarters edition,” the C:I.A. annota-

-| sible, professional criminals will be
hired to carry our selective ‘jobs.’ "
It is unclear-when that sentence was
deleted because rebel leaders said it
was included in the edition they re-
ceived. ‘ : .
Mr. Casey would not comment on his
letter today. . L

.

tion says. That sentence says, “‘If pos- |

iC'.I.A." Chief Defends_ Manual for

araguan Re bels

Reagan Orders-2 Inquiries
In addition to the Congressional in-
vestigations, President Reagan or-
i dered the C.I.A.’s inspector general
" and the President’s Intelligence Over-
sight Board to canduct inquiries. Today
“the White House spokesman, Larry
Speakes, said the C.I.A. investigation
was now complete and had been sent to
the oversight board.

Mr. Speakes said Mr. Reagan had
not seen the C.I.A. inspector general's
report and did not know what it says.
Mr. Speakes also said he did not know
when the Oversight Board investiga-
tion would be finished and when, if

Many unconfirmed reports have
been made public in recempt.;)omhs ac-
cusing the anti-Sandinista guerrillas of
torturing and killing hundreds of seem.-
ingly innocent civilians. The reports
have included witnesses’ accounts

traveling in Nicaragua.

Members of the Senate and House in- :
telligence committees and their aides |
said today that if the American-backed '
rebels were guilty of atrocities, the

ever, the results would be made public.

Also today, Representative Norman
Y. Mineta, the California Democrat
who is a senior member of the House

} Intelligence Committee, said the C.L.A.

' had refused to allow the committee to
question the agency employee known
as John Kirkpatrick, who is believed to
be the manual’s author.

Mr. Mineta said: ‘“We know who he
is, and the C.I.A. knows where he is,
and they just refuse to let us talk to
him.” He also said he had been told
that Kirkpatrick was not the man’s ac.
tual name, and he said he had learned
that the manual's author was still em-
ployed by the C.I.A. at its headquarters |
in Washington. : .

Mr. Mineta and others members of ;

. Congress also criticized the C.L.A. to-
i day for another explanation of the

manual that appeared in published re-:

ports this week. -
Moderating Purpose Cited

An article in The Washington Post on |
Wednesday, quoting intelligence offi-
cials and rebel leaders, said the
manual had been prepared in response
to reports of widespread abuse and cor-
ruption among the rebels, including
rapes, torture and indiscriminate kill-,
ings of Nicaraguan citizens. The manu.
al, the published reports said, was in-
tended to moderate the rebels’ conduct.

In an inteview, Edgar Chamorro, the .
rebel leader who was in charge of pub-:
lishing the manual, said: ‘“That was
one purpose hut was not the main pur-
pose of the manual. It was to teach us
the principles of guerrilla warfare.” .

Mr. Chamorro added, however, that
Mr. Kirkpatrick “didn’t want us to use
a shotgun approach; he wanted us to
select our targets.” . .

. \
| C.1.A. should have told Congress.
But Senator Patrick J. Leahy, the|
Vermont Démocrat who is a member
_of the Senate committee, said, ‘“There
has been a clear absence of any such
discussion.”__ _ e )

A senior Government official who is

familiar with the C.L.A.'s Congres-

‘sllonal briefings on the subject said,

They have always said there is a little
problem here and a little problem
there, but nothing serious.” :

-
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iow to “Neutralize” the Enemy

4 shocking CIA primer jolts the Administration

we he 89-page booklet entitied Psycho-
H Jogical Operations in Guerrilla War-
fare is 2 primer on insurgency, a2 how-to
book in the struggle for hearts and minds.
“techniques of persuasion”

- are benign: nelping the peasants harvest

crops, learn 10 read, improve hygiene.
Others are decidedly brutal: assassina-
tion. kidnaping, blackmail. mob violence.

1t could be a manual for the Viet Cong
or the Cuban-backed rebels in El Salva-
dor. If it were, the Administration would
likely be waving it as proof of its thesis
about the sources of insidious world ter-
rorism. In fact, however, it is 2 publication
of the Cla. written for Nicaraguan contras
seeking 1o overthrow the Sandinista re-
gime. Jis disclosure last week came as a
political ernbarrassment to the Adminis-
tration and a major moral one for the U.S.
Tt stirred memories of CIA abuses that
were supposedly outlawed a decade ago
and gave Democrats a poientially hot new
campaign issue,

Thne pamphlet, written in Spanish, rec-
ommends use of “selective violence” to
“neutralize” Sandinista public officials
“such as court judges. police and state se-
curity officials.” To make an example of
an execution. it is “absolutely necessary to
gather together the population affected, so
that they will be present and take part in
the act.” If “it should be necessary” to
snoot a “citizen who is trying to leave
town.” guerrillas should claim that he was
“an enemy of the people.” Targets who fail
10 cooperate. the manual instructs, should
be “exposed” 10 police “with false state-
ments from citizens.” The finale of a suc-
cessful local insurgency isa mob riot. “Pro-
fessional criminals will be hired to carry
out specific selective jobs™ like provoking a
shooting that will “cause the death of one
or more people who would become mar-
tyrs for the cause.” A guerrilla commander
stationed in a tower or tree should give the
signal 1o begin the mayhem, the manual
instructs. “Shock troops” armed with
“knives. razors, chains, clubs and blud-
geons™ will “march slightly behind the in-
nocent and gullible participants.”

The document clearly violates the
spirit of an Executive Order signed by
Reagan in 1981 that prohibits even indi-
rect participation in assassination. At the
very least, the document undercuts Rea-
gan's moral pronouncements condemning
state-sponsored terrorism by such nations
as Libya, Syria and Iran. Last June, for ex-
ample, Secretary of State George Shultz
declared, “Tt is not hard 1o tel], as we look
around the world, who are the terrorists
and whoare the freedom fighters ... The
coniras in Nicaragua do not blow up
school buses or hold mass executions of ci-
vilians.” (Asked how to reconcile Shultz’s
statement with the manual, a State De-

ﬂPEMBIIHES

EN GUERRA DE
GUERRILLAS

Psychological Operations in Guerrilla Warfare

partment spokesman said he was prohibit-
ed from discussing intelligence matters.)
A contra leader now in exile in Mi-
ami, Edgar Chamorro, told TIME that the
document is based on notes given him a
year ago by a “‘gringo” who arrived as a
CIA operative at rebel headquarters in Te-
gucigalpa, Honduras. He was described
by Chamorro as an Irishman who fought
for the US. in the Korean War and ad-
mired the “psychological operations™ of
the Irish Republican Army. Chamorro
printed up 2.000 copies of the manual and
handed out 200 of them to his troops, but
then he had second thoughts. He revised
the rest by censoring out references to

Contra Leader Chamorro in Miami

Censoring out references to “murder.”

(
“criminals” and “murder.” (It was not the
only time that contra leaders have balked | |
at CIA help. Last spring they objected to a y
16-page CIA Freedom Flghlers Manual,'
which showed, with comic-book-style il- -
lustrations, sabotage techniques like pull-
ing down power cables and putting dirt
into gas tanks. It was eventually distribut-
ed, but one conrra leader objected that the
cartoon characters depicted in the draw-
ings ““didn’t look very Nicaraguan.”)
Adolfo Calero, one of the contra lead- |
ers, denied last week that his guerrillas :
followed the terrorist teachings in the CLA i
manual. But in the field, the contras do use
psychological and physical coercion to ‘

win over the peasantry, just as Commu-

nist-backed rebel organizations do. Gov-
ernment sympathizers are sometimes exe-

cuted, and contra commanders have '

discussed assassinating one or another of
the nine-member ruling Sandinista direc-

torate. The contras had a list of 60 Sandi- '
nistas in the village of Scn Fernando who

had to be “eliminated” before the contras
could safely occupy the town last year, ac-
cording to those who traveled with the
contras. (They never took the town.)
Reaction to the CiA manual, the exis-

tence of which was first revealed by the

Associated Press last Monday, was fast
and furious. Walter Mondale demanded
the resignation of CIA Director William
Casey, and questioned Reagan’s role.
“Did he know this was going on?” asked
Mondale. “I don’t know which is worse—
knowing this was going on or having a
Government where no one is in charge.”
Congressman Edward Boland, the chair-
man of the House Intelligence Commuit-
tee, fumed that the document was ‘re-
pugnant to a nation that condemns such
acts by others. It embraces the Commu-
nist revolutionary tactics that the United

States 1s pledged to defeat throughout .

the world.” His committee launched an
investigation, and its Senate counter-
part scheduled a closed briefing by Cia
officials.

he White House moved quickly to dis-

avow the document. President Rea-
gan ordered two investigations, one by the
ClA inspector general’s office and the oth-
er by the agency’s three-member over-
sight board. “The Administration has not
advocated or condoned political assassi-
nation or any other attacks on civilians,
nor will we,” said Spokesman Larry
Spéakes. Other officials claimed that the
booklet had been prepared by a “low-lev-
el contract employee” of the CIA and was
never cleared for publication by higher-
ups. The document indicates a sophisti-
cated knowledge, apparently drawn from
ClA field reports, of techniques currently
being used by Communist guerrillas. The
key political and moral question is wheth-
er senior Government officials knew what
the CIA manual was advocating, and if
not, why not.  —By Evan Thomas. Reported
by Martin Casey/Miami
Washington
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